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Nalnkhyftna is perhaps the most popular of the poet's
akhyanaa This poem is characterized by ornate style,
elaborate descriptions, and intensely expressed emotions. It
is evidently an attempt to produce a masterpiece on the
conventional model. The description of Damayanti is in
the approved hyperbolic style of the period.

The serpent saw the lovely braid of Damayanti, and, humbled and ashamed,
crawled into the nether regions. The moon saw the sweet face of Bhlmaka's
daughter, waned, and hid behind a cloud. At creation, Brahma collected light
in a pot, and made the limbs of Damayanti out of it. Part of it lay unused ;
parts lay scattered about ; BrahmS. put them together and created the moon.1

King Nala wants to marry her ; but not even the sage
Narada will carry his message to her, lest his ascetic mind
should lose self-control in her presence.

When on a visit to a forest the king catches a beautiful
swan with a golden body. The bird thus expresses its
feelings towards the captor :
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